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Collections Preservation Facility 
Nears Completion  

 In slightly under four months, construction on our 
new Collections Preservation Facility is nearly complete.  
R.L Waller Construction, Inc. of Chillicothe, began work on 
May 23rd with the demolition of the old museum carriage 
house and is now (press time) completing the finishing 
touches on the new building, and we couldnôt be more 
pleased.  We will soon be able to start moving portions of 
our collections that require a climate-controlled environ-
ment into the building.   
 Again, we thank all our members and others in the 
community who have so generously helped to make this 
project possible.  We anticipate a ribbon-cutting soon. 

 

***** 

Upcoming Events & Programs 

2013 Fall Speakers Series 
 

A Potpourri of History 
 

Wednesday, October 23,  7:30 p.m., ñAn Evening with 
Jim óPee Weeô Martinò of G Company, 506th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, 1942-
1945ò featuring James H. Martin, an original member of 
the 101st Airborne Division during World War II, Dayton.  
 

Wednesday, November 6, 7:30 p.m., ñSingular Ele-
gance: The Image of the Woodland Indian during the 
Federal Period,ò featuring Floyd Barmann, historian, 
author, and museum & historic site director, Marietta. 
 

Thursday, November 20, 7:30 p.m., ñAlmost, Mr. Edison, 
Almost,ò featuring Hank Fincken of the National Thea-
tre Company of One, living historian, author, playwright, 
and award-winning theatrical artist, Indianapolis. 
 

All three programs are open to the general public free of 
charge.  (Please see page 3 for more details.) 

2013 Holiday Season Programs 
at the 

Ross County Heritage Center 
 

Holiday Junior Member Program 
Saturday, December 7, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 
Christmas Open House  

Saturday, December 14, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Christmas Banquet 
Friday, December 13, 6:00 p.m. 

Antique Appraisal Day 
Friday, November 8, 2013 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

at the Ross County Heritage Center 

Back by Popular Demand! 
 

Featuring Steve Bemiller, Garthôs Auctions, Delaware  
 

Historical Society members and the public are invited to 
have keepsakes and heirlooms appraised by expert Steve 
Bemiller for a fee of $5 per item.  All antiques must be lim-
ited in size to what can easily be carried into the building.  
Proceeds go to benefit the Society.  

Society Hosts History Service Corps Member 

 The Ross 
County Historical 
Society has part-
nered with Ohio 
Local History Ser-
vice Corps, in 
league with Ameri-
Corp and Serve 
Ohio. Kurrie 
Boddorf, who once 
worked for the 
Ross County His-
torical Society as a 
docent, has re-
cently become a 
member of Ameri-
Corp and has again joined our staff through August 2014.    
During her year of service, she will assist with moving his-
torical collections to the new Collections Preservation Facil-
ity as well as updating collection information.  She will also 
be working with other local museums in south central Ohio 
in an effort to help raise awareness of Ohio History.  

 

***** 

Kurrie Boddorf 
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Presidentôs Report, by Bob Nelson 
  

 We have been waiting five years to make this re-
port to you regarding our Collections Preservation Facility!  
At our November 2008 board meeting, Dan Marsh Archi-
tects was authorized to develop plans and cost estimates 
for the new facility, but because of the poor economic con-
ditions, the plans were tabled. 
 The plans were rekindled in late 2011, and after a 
successful building fund drive, construction was started in 
May of this year.  We are now pleased to report that con-
struction is nearly completed. We now have a new Collec-
tions Preservation Facility!  Hoorah!  What a beautiful facili-
ty it is ï two full floors of clean, climate-controlled space, 
and plans are already underway to equip and utilize our 
new building.   Thank you to everyone who contributed 
and/or had a part in making our five year dream become a 
reality. 

***** 

Directorôs Report, by Tom Kuhn 
 

 With the conclusion of summer and construction 
on our new Preservation Facility, we now look ahead to our 
fall programs and events.  We are excited to have the op-
portunity to welcome three outstanding guest speakers for 
our Fall Speakers Series beginning Wednesday, October 
23, with Jim ñPee Weeò Martin, a decorated World War II 
veteran of the 101st Airborne Division who jumped into 
Normandy on D-Day and participated in all the other cam-
paigns of the 101st across Europe until the end of the war.  
On November 6, we will welcome Floyd Barmann, a noted 
authority on Woodland Indians during the early settlement 
period of the Northwest Territory and State of Ohio.  The 
series will conclude November 20 with a visit by living his-
torian extraordinaire, Hank Fincken, who is sure to provide 
an unforgettable evening as inventor Thomas Edison. 
 We are also excited to announce the return of our 
popular Antique Appraisal Day with Steve Bemiller of 
Garthôs Auctions in Delaware, Ohio, which will take place  
at the Heritage Center Friday, November 8.  Please mark 
each of these dates on your calendar and plan to join us. 
 Finally I want to thank all our donors who helped  
make our new facility possible.  Your thoughtfulness and 
generosity will allow us to provide state-of-the art care for 
the thousands of artifacts that you, and many others, have 
placed in our careða major step forward for the Society. 
 

***** 

Welcome New Members 
The Society welcomes the following new members since the 
last issue of the Recorder (names are in alphabetical order):  
 

Karla Hanson 
Alice Evans 

Terry A. Peterson 
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Gould 

Mark Holbrook 
Shannon Snyder 

The Societyôs Wish List 

Donations of everyday items such as tools and other types 
of equipment help our staff and volunteers complete a 
multitude of projects. If you have any of the following items 
to donate to the Society, please call 772-1936.   

1. Heavy duty industrial shelving, or a cash donation to 
help purchase such (for our new collections facility). 

Welcome New Life Members 

We welcome the following individuals who have recently 
become life members of the Ross County Historical Society:  

 

Jane Ellen Harper 
Celia Anne Doerres Smith 

Memberships Make Nice Gifts 

Memberships to the Ross County Historical Society make 
thoughtful and inexpensive gifts.  Buy them for the history 
buffs you know by returning the form on page 7.  Benefits 
include free admission to each of our museums and the 
McKell Library plus discounts at the museum store.   

2013 Museum Hours 
April ð December:  

Tuesday ð Saturday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

2013 McKell Library Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 1 to 5 p.m., year óround 
Closed major holidays 

Gift Ideas from the Museum Store 
 

Back In Print! The Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad, and Its 
SuccessorðThe Baltimore & Ohio: A Study of this Once 
Great Route Across Ohio, 1851-1988, $25.00 ð an 
outstanding compilation of photos, short stories and newspaper 
clippings on Chillicotheôs railroad history, by John R. Grabb. 
The Civil War Journals of Samuel H. Hurst, 73rd Regiment, 
OVI, $14.95 ð a perfect companion to Hurstôs Journal History of 
the 73rd OVI, compiled by Patricia Fife Medert. 
Church & High Streets, Chillicothe, Ohio: The Buildings & 
the People & Other Miscellaneous Structures, $39.95 ð the 
sixth in a series of publications on the structural history of 
Chillicotheôs historic district.  This 224 page volume covers the 
history of one of Chillicotheôs oldest and well-preserved 

residential neighborhoods, by Patricia Fife Medert.  

Homes of the First Ladies: A Guide to Publicly Accessible 
Homes, Museums, and Related Sites, $29.95 ð an illustrated 
guide, by William G. Clotworthy. 

The Rise and Fall of Camp Sherman: Ohioôs World War One 
Soldier Factory, $4.95 ð a reprint of Richard Peckôs popular 
pictorial history of Chillicotheôs WWI army training camp. 

Chillicothe, Ohio: Frontier Settlement to State Capital, $14.95 
ð An illustrated history of Chillicotheôs founding and role as 
Ohioôs first capital, by Patricia Medert & Andrew Verhoff.   
Ohio and Erie Canal Motor Tour: To Circleville from 
Chillicothe, $15.00 ð an exploration of the remains of this 
historic waterway, by Martha Gerber Rittinger. 
 

Society members receive a 10% discount on all purchases. 

A Friendly Reminder 

The use of articles, photographs, and other items in the Recorder is prohibited without the express written consent of 
the Board of Trustees of the Ross County Historical Society, 45 W. 5th St. Chillicothe, OH 45601. 
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Fall Speakers Series 2013 

Ross County Historical Society 
45 West Fifth St., Chillicothe 
Free & Open to the Public 
A Potpourri of History! 

ñAlmost, Mr. Edison, Almost!ò 
Featuring Hank Fincken of A National Theatre Company of One, living 
historian, author, playwright, & award-winning theatrical artist, Indian-
apolis. 

Wednesday, November 20, 7:30 p.m. 
Born before the California gold rush and dying during the Great Depression, Thomas Alva 
Edison helped make America a world power, not with weapons but with insights into how all 
things work and how things can be made to work better.  He became the poster child of what 
America is supposed to be: a land of infinite opportunity.  He was a dreamer.  Under his 
watch, possibilities blossomed into realities.  His inventions include the fluoroscope, the alka-
line storage battery, the phonograph, the motion picture camera, the megaphone, the micro-
phone, the improved telephone, and the electric light system.  Edison wasnôt afraid of the 
dark; he just brought it to light.  Some say he invented the 20th century.  Learn the complete 
story as only Hank Fincken of ñA National Theatre Company of Oneò can tell it. 

An Evening with Jim ñPee Weeò Martin of G Compa-
ny, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Air-
borne Division, 1942-1945 
Featuring James H. Martin, decorated World War II veteran, Dayton  

Wednesday, October 23, 7:30 p.m. 
James ñPee Weeò Martin was a member of the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment of World 
War II fame.  He served in G Company and received his nickname for being the lightest 
man in the regiment.  He recently retraced his experiences across England and western 
Europe during the war including jumps into Normandy on D-Day, June 6th, 1944, and 
ñOperation Market Gardenò in Holland two months later; the defense of the Belgian town of 
Bastogne during the ñBattle of the Bulgeò that December; and operations through Germany 
in early 1945, including the capture and occupation of Adolph Hitlerôs ñEagleôs Nestò at 
Berchtesgaden, Bavaria, that April.  Join us for a fascinating evening as one of Colonel 
Sinkôs last remaining ñToccoa Originalsò of 1942 (made famous by the popular HBO mini-

series, ñBand of Brothersò) provides an eyewitness account of his unitôs experiences. 

Singular Elegance: The Image of the Woodland Indian 
during the Federal Period 
Featuring Floyd Barmann, noted historian, author, and museum & histor-
ic site director, Marietta. 

Wednesday, November 6, 7:30 p.m. 
A native of Ohio and historical society director for 30 years, Floyd Barmann has now turned his 
focus to the scholarly pursuit of research and publication of works dealing with Ohioôs formative 
years and the epic stories of the Northwest Territory.  He has spent over a dozen years search-
ing through scores of museums and archives to discover unpublished materials about the peo-
ple and events occurring from after the Revolution through the Presidency of George Washing-
ton, ñenough new information for four or five books.ò  The first of these publications will high-
light images of the Woodland Indian living alongside settlers during the transformation of the 
wilderness of the Northwest Territory into the State of Ohio.  Barmannôs presentation will high-
light his vast research and the many images and illustrations he has gathered in the process.  



THE ROSS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY RECORDER Fall 2013ð PAGE 4 

From the Library, by Pat Medert 
 

 When the first settlers came to Chillicothe and what 
would become Ross County in 1796, they found parts of 
the landscape covered with the remnants of earlier civiliza-
tions that  had once inhabited the area.  Outside Chillicothe 
were the low level, rounded earthen mounds and earth-
works of the Hopewell Mound Builders and the high conical 
mounds of the Adena culture, appearing singly or in 
groups.  Within the town could be found several large Ade-
na mounds.  One in particular drew a lot of attention from 
the townspeople and travelers alike because it was located 
in what was then the center of town.  Its size varies with the 
descriptions from accounts left by those who saw it.   
 The mound was on the east side of Paint St., south 
of the alley between Water and Second St.  Thomas 
Worthington was the first to own the lot on which the 
mound stood.  When he decided to make Chillicothe his 
home, he purchased the four in-lots that make up the 
southwest quarter of the city block bounded by Paint, Wa-
ter, Mulberry and Second St.  The mound was in the back 
yard of his house which fronted on Second St. 
 Worthington was in Chillicothe in the spring of 1797  
preparing for the move he would make the following year.  
On May 17, he extolled the virtues of the new settlement 
and their living arrangements to his wife, Eleanor.  He men-
tioned the mound by saying:  ñOur Indian mound will afford 
a lovely situation for a summer house and commands 
views of the whole town, having about 35 feet perpendicu-
lar for height.ò   Four years passed before he built on the 
mound. On Feb. 26, 1801, Worthington noted in his diary:  
ñThis morning raised small house in one side of the 
mound.ò  
 Eleanor Worthington was grateful for the presence 
of the mound after moving to Chillicothe.  Her daughter, 
Sarah, said the following in Private Memoirs of Thomas 
Worthington, which she wrote in 1875. 
 My father was sometimes necessarily absent from 
home.  Often has my mother related to the wondering ears 
of our childhood the fearful alarm she suffered when some 
Indian, with savage looks, came to demand food.  On these 
occasions she was accustomed, with her infant in her arms, 
to fly among the thick copses of the mound, where hidden 
from view, she left her servants to satisfy them as best they 
could. 
 In 1805, Worthington sold his town lots to Winn 
Winship, who was in charge of the Chillicothe Land Office.  
On July 12, 1873, the Ross County Register published a 
reminiscence of his childhood by Winshipôs son, Thomas.  
Of course, he remembered the mound. 
 Among my earliest recollections of that place 
[Chillicothe] was the execution of a man named Stallcup, 
who expiated the murder of his brother-in-law on the gibbet.  
Being too small to go to the place of execution, the junior 
members of our family, and the neighboring children wit-
nessed it from the top of the mound, which stood on fa-
therôs lot in the heart of the city.  This mound was about 
120 feet diameter at the base and from 30 to 50 in altitude, 
and had sugar trees on it, one of which was at the apex, 
and all of them were large trees. 

 Thomas Ash, an Englishman, was in Chillicothe in 
1806 during a tour of the United States.  His Travels in 
America was published in 1801, and he had this to say of 
the mound. 
 On entering Chillicothe, I found an ancient mound 
was suffered to remain in the center of the town, both as a 
monument of former times and of the taste of the present 
inhabitants.  I was encouraging opinions highly flattering to 
the citizens who appeared to honor antiquity so much as to 
build around the base of one of its most interesting sub-
jects, till, on taking the circumference of the mound, I dis-
covered that they had begun to fell the timber from the 
sides and summit and carry off the mound to throw upon 
their gardens and cultivated grounds. 
 A year later, Fortescue Cuming, another traveler 
who wrote about his American travels, was in Chillicothe 
and included this in his book 
 There is a remarkable Indian monument in Mr. 
Winshipôs garden in the very heart of the town.  Like that at 
Grave creek, it is circular at the base, about seventy or 
eighty feet in diameter, but differs from that by being round, 
instead of flat on the top, which has an elevation of about 
thirty feet perpendicular from the level of the plain.  It is 
formed of clay, and though it has been perforated by the 
proprietor, nothing has been found to justify the common 
opinion of these mounds having been barrows or cemeter-
ies.  They talk of it being leveled, as it projects a little into 
Market [Paint] street, but I think it is a pity to destroy any of 
the very few vestiges of aboriginal population, which this 
country presents to the curious and inquisitive traveler. 
 The mound was leveled in 1813 by William R. 
Southward, the owner of the lot, when he erected a building 
for his home and business.  He wrote about Paint St. in a 
series of articles, ñReminiscences of an Old Merchant,ò that 
appeared in the Scioto Gazette in 1866.  He wrote this con-
cerning the mound. 
 The old market-house 

(continued on page 5...) 

The above image is of the Societyôs museum diorama 
depicting early Chillicothe.  Thomas Worthingtonôs house 
is the white framed dwelling at upper right with the mound 
to its left adjacent to the Market House on Paint Street. 
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(continued from page 4) 

***** 

Gettysburg National Cemetery, Ca. 1913 

which stood at the north end of Paint street, some 20 feet 
back from the line of Water street, and extended along the 
street about 150 feeté.About thirty feet from where the 
house terminated, was a pond of water, extending through 
the center of the street past the mound, and nearly to Sec-
ond street.  The water was, during most of the year, deep 
enough to wash a horse, and it was used by the hotel and 
town people for that purpose.  The depression in the street 
was supposed to have been caused by the removal of the 
earth to build the mound, which was some twenty feet 
highé.In 1813, [the writer] erected a two story brick on the 
corner of the alley.  In excavating the cellar it became nec-
essary to remove part of the mound; and permission was 
given to the street commissioner to use the other portions 
in filling up the pond and leveling the street. 
 The contents of the mound were described in the 
book, The Writings of Caleb Atwater, which was published 
in 1833. 
 The Reverend Robert G. Wilson, D.D., late of Chil-
licothe, a receiving officer of the American Antiquarian So-
ciety has furnished me with authentic information concern-
ing the mound, which once stood near the center of the 
town.  He took pains to write down everything concerning 
its contents at the time of its demolition.  Its perpendicular 
height was about fifteen feet, and the diameter of its base 
about sixty.  It was composed of sand, and contained hu-
man bones, belonging to skeletons which were buried in 
different parts of it.  It was not until this pile of earth was 
removed, and the original surface exposed to view, that a 
probable conjecture of its original design could be formed.  
About twenty feet square of the surface had been leveled, 
and covered with bark.  On the center of this, lay a human 
skeleton, over which had been spread a mat, manufactured 
either from weeds or bark.  On the breast lay what had 
been a piece of copper, in the form of a cross, which had 
now become verdigrise (sic).  On the breast also lay a 
stone ornament with two perforations, one near each end, 
through which passed a string, by means of which it was 
suspended around the wearerôs neck.  On this string, which 
was made of sinews, and very much injured by time, were 
placed a great many beads, made of ivory or bone, for I 
cannot certainly say which.   
 Of all the mounds that once existed within the city 
limits, only one remainsðthe Story Mound located near the 
corner of Allen and Delano Ave.  It is named for Clark Sto-
ry, the owner of the property on which it stood at the time it 
was explored by Clarence Loveberry in the spring of 1897.  
The report of his work which follows was published in the 
Oct. 1898 issue of the Ohio Archaeological and Historical 
Society Quarterly.  
 Monday, May 17th, the survey began work upon 
Mr. Storyôs mound just within the fair ground enclosure.  It 
is twenty-five feet high and two hundred feet base.  Several 
large trees grow upon its summit.  There is a slight ridge or 
elevation of pure white sand upon which the tumulus is 
built.  Excavations in the sand to a depth of six feet re-
vealed nothing and it was therefore concluded to be of nat-
ural origin. 
 The tunnel, six feet high and four feet wide, was 

started from the north side.  The earth was quite soft for a 
distance of twenty-five feet.  Towards the center it was 
found to be dampðan unusual condition in so large a 
mound.  A fragment of chalcedony was found twenty feet in 
the tunnel. 
 Until the excavation was well into the structure, the 
base line could not be distinctly traced.  Twenty-five feet 
were dug the first day.  Only twelve feet were dug the sec-
ond, for the ground had become harder.  When in forty-
seven feet, the earth began to get darker and softer.  
Thursday, the 20th, after working one foot, two post holes 
were found some four inches apart.  They were six inches 
in diameter and two feet in depth.  The post had been 
squared at the bottom.  The tunnel was considerably below 
the base line, and the posts, therefore, had been sunk five 
feet below it.  This was an unusual depth.  They were per-
fectly true, being exactly perpendicular.  Every few inches 
more post holes were discovered running in diameter from 
four to twelve inches.  As a side tunnel progressed it was 
seen that the post holes gradually curved and further exam-
ination revealed a circle some twelve to fifteen feet in diam-
eter.  Fragments of bark, in places sticking to the sides of 
the holes were all that remained of the postsé.Three feet 
south of the circle of posts and within it were found finger 
bones of a skeletonôs right hand.  Near the wrist lay a fine 
coffin-shaped ceremonial.  It was highly polished, made of 
ribbon slate, and perforated in two places. 
 The skeleton was in a poor state of preservation.  
Around the feet and head was more decayed wood, etc.  
Where the wood lay the earth was soft, but on other por-
tions of the body where there was no wood, it was hard.  
On the left wrist was another coffin-shaped ceremonial.  It 
was not perforated and had been burned.  A bevel orna-
ment, highly polished lay near this.  It was perforated, of 
ribbon slate and the lower side had been coated with red 
paint.  This skeleton, headed north, was extended.  It was a 
young man; the skull was thick.  From appearances it was 
laid near the north wall of the log house or pené.We found 
five feet from the skeleton in the rotten wood on the base 
line in a little pocket six chalcedony spears of rare beauty.  
Near them were three ends of deer antlers worked into 
awls. 
(Note: The sources for all references used in this article can 
be found the McKell Library and archives.  

Story Mound, Date Unknown 

***** 

(...continued from page 4) 
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From the Photo Archives, by Lisa Uhrig 

***** 

Fishing & Hunting in Ross County 

Paint Valley Fox Hunters Club, July 1958.  Left to right:  ? , 
John Kellough & John Ratcliff. 

Pheasant huntingðwritten on back ñPart of one dayôs 
shootingò, no identification, c. 1900. 

Fishing ï John Hirn, Ed Snyder & __ Kaltenbock, c. 1900. 

Releasing the dogs at an unidentified fox hunt, c. 1920. 

Unidentified hunting club (If anyone has any information 
please call the museum.  It is presumed to be local or re-
gional as SCIOTO is printed on some of the menôs shirts.) 

Fishermen with their catch at Polandôs Camp (later known 
as the Scioto Lodge) located on Three Locks Road.  Stand-
ing: ___ Clingman,  ___ Graybill, and Charles  Moser. 
Seated: Dave Dawkins and Albert Schrader, c. 1915. 


