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Summer 2014 ISSUE  

2014 Museum Hours 
April ð December:  

Tuesday ð Saturday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

2014 McKell Library Hours 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 1 to 5 p.m., year óround 
Closed major holidays 

2014 Nolan Scholarship Awarded 
 Also at the 
Societyôs annual 
meeting,  Scholar-
ship Committee 
chairwoman Julia 
Pierson (right) in-
troduced Kaylie 
Noy-Detillion, a 
graduating senior 
at Unioto High 
School, who is the 
recipient of the 
Societyôs 2014 
Nolan Scholarship.  
Kaylie will attend The Ohio State University this fall where 
she plans to major in Spanish and nutrition with the goal of 
becoming a pediatrician.  

***** 

 At its annual meeting on April 28th, the Society 
presented First Capital Historical Awards to three local 
people in recognition of their work in preserving local his-
tory.  Clarksburg resident and local historian Barbara 
Cleary (above, second from left) was recognized for re-
searching and authoring a nearly 700 page book on the 
History of Clarksburg and Deerfield Township, covering 
over 200 years of history of the Ross County village and 
its surrounding township. 

Cindy and Ron Henderson (above, third and 
fourth from left), owners of Old Town Fabric Shop, were 
recognized for their renovation of 56-58 West Water 
Street, currently housing their business. The Hendersonôs 
extensive restoration helps maintain the historic integrity 
and unique nature of one of Chillicotheôs most historic and 
picturesque streets.  (Also pictured above are board mem-
bers Bob Nelson [left] and Vic Cleary [right].) 
  

*****  

2014 First Capital Historical Awards New Trustees & Officers Selected 
 

 Two new members were elected to the Societyôs 
board of trustees at the annual meeting on Monday, April 
28.  Judy Benson was returned to the board after a two-year 
hiatus.  She takes the place of Julia Pierson who had com-
pleted her latest three-year term. Neil Coleman was elected 
to complete the final year of Laversa Motesô term.  Benson 
had previously served on the board as second vice-
president and did an outstanding job chairing the member-
ship and social committees.  Coleman has been a member 
of the finance committee for two years and received the So-
cietyôs First Capital Historical Award with his wife Pat two 
years ago for their exemplary restoration of the Henry Wal-
ke home on Western Avenue in Chillicothe. 
 At the Societyôs May 6th board meeting, Henry 
Herrnstein was elected to a one-year term as board presi-
dent.  He moves into that position after several years as first 
vice president.  Erc Picciano was elected to move from sec-
ond to first vice president, and Ron Bowen was elected to 
take Picciano' s position as second vice-president.  In addi-
tion, Tim Barada was re-elected board secretary, a position 
he has held since 2011, and Bob Casari was re-elected 
board treasurer, a position he has held for thirteen years, 
including a one-year hiatus from the board.   
 We thank each of these individuals and all our other 
board members for the generous contribution of their per-
sonal time and talents so crucial to the Societyôs success.   
 

***** 

Summer Junior Member Program 

ñBecome an Apprenticeò 
Wednesday, July 30, 9:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m. 
at the Ross County Heritage Center 

Pre-registration is required, and space is limited.  Register 
by calling (740) 772-1936, 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.  (Please see page 3 for further details.) 
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Presidentôs Report, by Henry Herrnstein 
  

 The Societyôs May board meeting is always our 
reorganizational meeting: the meeting where officers are 
chosen for the following year.  I had the honor and privilege 
to be chosen as president for the 2014-15 year.  It is a 
daunting job, and I am fortunate to have the advice and 
council of my three immediate predecessors and a wonder-
ful staff. 
 The new Collections Preservation Facility is, of 
course, complete and easing into full operation as the last 
fixtures and appliances are installed.  The Heritage Cen-
terôs roof, which was still under warrantee, has been re-
placed.  Maintenance is, of course, a never-ending task 
whether the physical plant is a historic structure or a brand 
new building.  My hope is that, now our buildings are in 
good order, we will be able to concentrate more of our en-
ergies on our primary mission. 
 

***** 

Directorôs Report, by Tom Kuhn 
 

 At the conclusion of the 
first of our three Spring Speakers 
Series programs back on April 23, 
the Society presented speaker 
Bruce Lombardo of the Heartland 
Earthworks Conservancy (right) a 
$500 donation in support of the 
Conservancyôs campaign to save 
the Junction Group Earthworks 
located near the intersection of 
Plyleyôs Lane and Belleview Ave-
nue in Chillicothe.  The tremendous outpouring of support 
from many others will make the effort a success, and an-
other part of our local pre-historic puzzle will be saved, 
studied, and enjoyed for generations to come. 
 On another note, we received the news of the re-
cent passing of long-time Society member Lloyd Savage 
with much sadness.  Lloyd was a tremendous resource for 
the Society in many areas, and we regret his passing and 
will long remember his winning smile and beautiful voice. 
 

***** 

Welcome New Members 
 

The Society welcomes the following new members since the 
last issue of the Recorder (names are in alphabetical order):  
 

Diane Barbour & David Coward 
Lynda Buchanan 
Arthur Devore 

Carmi & Nancy Jones 
Barbara Morrow 
Bill & Cheri Noel 
Petland, Inc. 

Doug & Amanda Schwemlein 
Melody Shahan 

Joseph & Amber Stewart & Family 

James Wright 
 

New Life Member 
James Edward Schilder 

Memberships Make Nice Gifts 

Memberships to the Ross County Historical Society make 
thoughtful and inexpensive gifts.  Buy them for the history 
buffs you know by returning the form on page 7.  Benefits 
include free admission to each of our museums and the 
McKell Library plus discounts at the museum store.   

A Friendly Reminder 

The use of articles, photographs, and other items in the Recorder is prohibited without the express written consent of 
the Board of Trustees of the Ross County Historical Society, 45 W. 5th St. Chillicothe, OH 45601. 

The Societyôs Wish List 
Donations of everyday items such as tools and other types 
of equipment help our staff and volunteers complete a 
multitude of projects.  If you, or anyone you know, have 
any of the following items to donate to the Society, please 
call 772-1936.  (We would be happy to make arrange-
ments to pick up your donation.) 

1. 28 foot aluminum or fiberglass extension ladder. 
2. Stacked washer/dryer (for our new collections facility). 
3. Gas or electric powered leaf blower 

Gift Ideas from the Museum Store 

Back In Print! The Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad, and Its 

SuccessorðThe Baltimore & Ohio: A Study of this Once 
Great Route Across Ohio, 1851-1988, $25.00 ð an 
outstanding compilation of photos, short stories and newspaper 
clippings on Chillicotheôs railroad history, by John R. Grabb. 
The Civil War Journals of Samuel H. Hurst, 73rd Regiment, 
OVI, $19.95 ð a perfect companion to Hurstôs Journal History of 
the 73rd OVI, compiled by Patricia Fife Medert. 
Church & High Streets, Chillicothe, Ohio: The Buildings & 
the People & Other Miscellaneous Structures, $39.95 ð the 
sixth in a series of publications on the structural history of 

Chillicotheôs historic district, by Patricia Fife Medert.  

The Rise and Fall of Camp Sherman: Ohioôs World War One 
Soldier Factory, $4.95 ð a reprint of Richard Peckôs popular 
pictorial history of Chillicotheôs WWI army training camp. 

Chillicothe, Ohio: Frontier Settlement to State Capital, $14.95 
ð An illustrated history of Chillicotheôs founding and role as 
Ohioôs first capital, by Patricia Medert & Andrew Verhoff.   
Ohio and Erie Canal Motor Tour: To Circleville from 
Chillicothe, $15.00 ð an exploration of the remains of this 
historic waterway, by Martha Gerber Rittinger. 
 

Society members receive a 10% discount on all purchases. 

A Very Special Member!  
 

 The Society would like to 
recognize a very special member, 
June Gregg, of Bainbridge, who 
celebrated her 103

rd
 birthday on 

June 2
nd
.  Miss Gregg has been 

very active in preserving Ross 
County & Bainbridge history and is 
a wealth of information.  We thank 
her for her many years of support. 
   

Happy Birthday!  
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Free to Junior Members ð $10.00 fee for Non-Members 

Space is limited.  Please call 740-772-1936 by Monday, July 28th.  
(Fee includes a one year membership to the Ross County Historical Societyôs Junior Member program.  Children of house-
holds with family memberships to the Ross County Historical Society are considered junior members & participate free.  

Advanced registration is required for all participants. 

Ross County Historical Society 
Invites children ages 6 to 12 to join us for our 

2014 Summer Junior Member Program  

 ñBecome an Apprentice:  

Earning a Living in Early Ohioò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the grounds of the Knoles Log House  

(behind the Ross County Heritage Center) 
 

45 West Fifth Street, Chillicothe 
 

Wednesday,  July  30th 

9:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Wanted immediately: Apprentices 6 to 12 years of age for the Ross County Historical 

Societyôs Summer Junior Member Program!  Sign up now! 

For hundreds of years children of all ages learned how to earn a living by working as apprentices alongside 
the ñmastersò of various crafts, trades, and professions.  In our re-creation of those days, children will sign 
apprenticeship papers and begin learning the historical trades of the rope maker, the seamstress & tailor, 
and the carpenter.  The experience will include making craft items to take home.  When their ñworkò is done, 
they will participate in popular outdoor childrenôs games from the 1800s.  Refreshments will be provided! 
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From the Library, by Pat Medert 
 

120 Years of Theater History in 

Chillicothe, 1805 -1925 (continued)  
 

 In the last issue of the Recorder, I wrote about the 
new exhibit in the temporary exhibit room in the McKell Li-
brary.  On display are programs, pictures, and text panels 
telling the story of ñ120 Years of Theater History in Chillico-
the, 1805-1925.ò  I have written about the theaters, and this 
article is about the performers who appeared on the stages 
of those theaters.  They were among the nationôs leading 
actors, actresses, comedians and musicians.  Many per-
formed here numerous times and had a special fondness 
for the town and its people. 
 The first traveling performer to appear on the stage 
of Masonic Hall after construction was completed on the 
building in the spring of 1854 was child prodigy Nicholas 
Goodall, a twelve-year-old violinist who was billed as ñLe 
Petit Ole Bull.ò  Ole Bull was a Norwegian and he also had 
been a child prodigy before becoming a virtuoso violinist on 
concert stages throughout Europe and the United States.  
In addition, he was the composer of more than seventy mu-
sical scores.  Young Goodall was accompanied at the pi-
ano by his father, Professor Goodall., and appearing with 
them was  vocalist Madame Jullien.  The performances 
received good reviews; however, the audienceôs favorable 
opinion of the performers was diminished when it was 
learned they had left town without paying the printerôs ac-
count for their playbills.  It was discovered they were being 
sought by printers in cities where they had appeared before 
coming to Chillicothe. 
 Fourteen years later the real Ole Bull performed on 
the Masonic Hall stage, along with his piano accompanist, 
Edward Hoffman, and soprano, Madame Varian.  The cir-
cular distributed to advertise the event included the follow-
ing message. 
 Messrs. St. Burkley and F. A. Simonds, at the re-
quest of many of the lovers of Music in this place,have 
made an arrangement with this Troupe of Artists, at a very 
heavy expense, to visit Chillicothe.  This will enable the 
people of this vicinity to have the pleasure of hearing OLE 
BULL (pictured below) without incurring the outlay of going 
to Cincinnati.  It is hoped that the enterprise of these gen-
tlemen will be met with liberality by the community, and that 
the attendance will be such as not to occasion loss to them. 
 Thus, through their efforts, one of the greatest vio-
linist of that time entertained theatergoers in Chillicothe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Thomas W. Keene, one of the nationôs most noted 
Shakespearian actors, was a favorite performer among 
Chillicotheans and appeared here often.  He was born 
Thomas R. Eagleson in New York City in 1840 and began 
his career by playing small parts in plays at the Bowery 
Theater.  His first major role was that of Henry IV in 1862 at 
Albany, NY.  From then until his death in 1898, he was the 
leading actor of several national touring companies that 
performed throughout the U.S. and England. 
 Keene credits the people of Chillicothe with saving 
his career.  He was here in November 1867 with the Na-
tional Theater Co. when the company experienced financial 
difficulties and was unable to move on.  The crew and cast 
remained in the city for six months.  Keene was totally with-
out funds.  A number of prominent men who had befriended 
him held a testimonial on his behalf.  This was followed by 
a benefit ball sponsored by the Reliance Fire Co.  These 
two events raised $185.35 for the penniless actor, which 
enabled him to get through the winter. 
 Keene had a fondness for alcoholic beverages and 
frequently overindulged.  Before leaving Chillicothe in the 
spring, the men who had treated him with kindness asked 
him to promise to give up drinking.  Keene made that prom-
ise, a vow he never broke.  Twenty years later, Keene told 
a Gazette reporter, ñI shall never forget Chillicothe while 
memory shall last.ò 

(continued on next page...) 

Above is the cover for the program for Thomas 
Keeneôs performance in Julius Caesar at the 
Clough Opera House. 


