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 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of Camp 
Shermanðthe sprawling U.S. Army training base and 
prisoner of war camp that was built just north of Chilli-
cothe during the summer of 1917.   To commemorate the 
anniversary, a wide range of events and programs are 
now being planned.   
 The Ross County Historical Society will host a 
special temporary exhibit on Camp Sherman featuring the 
extensive collection of noted historian and collector Larry 
Strayer of Dayton, which will open on Statehood Day, Sat-
urday, March 4.  Our Spring and Fall Speakers Series will 
feature speakers on Camp Sherman and World War I.  
Our Summer Junior Member program, titled ñMaking 
Doughboys,ò will explore the life of soldiers at the camp, 
and of course, our suitcase museum, by the same title, 
will be available for teachers to share with their classes.  
Finally, our permanent Camp Sherman exhibit will con-
tinue to be a highlight of our museum tours. 
 In addition to our events and programs, there are 
many others currently being planned around the commu-
nity including historical tours, concerts, a parade, a World 
War I film fest, and a World War I encampment and reen-
actment.  Please stay tuned as more details become 
available for what should be a fascinating year for history 
in Chillicothe.  
 

***** 

Upcoming Events & Programs  

 

Christmas Open House  
at the Heritage Center  

 

Saturday, December 10, 2016, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
at the Ross County Heritage Center  

 

Our popular annual holiday event will feature the tradi-
tions of Christmas past including hand-cut paper orna-
ments by local artist, Bonnie Grove, and a Victorian 
Christmas parlor with late 19th and early 20th century 
holiday decorations and toys from the Societyôs exten-
sive historical collections.  (Please see page 4 for addi-
tional information.) 

 

Holiday Junior Member Program  

Handmade Gifts of the Past  
 

Saturday, December 3, 2016  
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

at the Ross County Heritage Center  
 

Make ornaments and gifts to take home for you and 
your family to enjoy.  See toys and games in the mu-
seumôs collection. Learn tricky Victorian parlor games 
that will make you think while you are having fun.      
Advanced registration is necessary. Call 740-772-1936 
by Thursday, December 1.  Space is limited. 
 

(Please look for more details on page 3.) 

2017 Museum Hours  
JanuaryðMarch: by appointment only  

AprilðDecember:  TuesdayðSaturday 1 to 5 p.m.  
 

2017 McKell Library Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday &  Friday , 1 to 5 p.m., year óround 
(The museum & library are closed on major holidays.)  

Holiday Hours  
Ross County Heritage Center Museum  

Closed: Saturday, December 24 & Saturday, December 31.  
 

Open: Tuesday through Friday, December 20 -23, 1-5 p.m.  
and Tuesday through Friday, December 27 -30, 1-5 p.m. 

 

McKell Library  
 

Open: Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday,  
December 20, 21 & 23, and December 27, 28 & 30, 1 -5 p.m.  

Seasonõs Greetings! 
Planning Underway for  

Camp Sherman Centennial  



Directorôs Report, by Tom Kuhn 
 

 The length of my report is largely determined by 
the amount of space remaining after all other news is in-
cluded.  I am happy to report that, due to the success thus 
far of our Annual Giving Campaign and Membership Drive 
(see below) there is only enough space this time around to 
wish everyone Happy Holidays!  
 

***** 
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Presidentôs Report, by Ron Bowen 
 

 For many of us, autumn is our favorite time of year, 
with the bright coloration of the trees and the swirl of falling 
leaves in the wind.  At the Historical Society, there has 
been a swirl of activity also. 
     The arrival of the Governor William Allen statue from 
Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol building in Washington 
D.C. was the culmination of much planning and prepara-
tion.  The statue fits quite well in its new space and makes 
a stunning visual impact.  The Fall Speaker Series is near-
ing completion and once again the programs have been 
excellent and well-received.  Large audiences welcomed 
Gary Argabright, as he spoke on the life of Ohioôs prehis-
toric people, and Mel Hankla, as he portrayed Revolution-
ary War hero George Rogers Clark.  For the last presenta-
tion, Steve and Lisa Ball will provide an enjoyable musical 
evening featuring songs of and by the women of the Civil 
War. 
     Preparation is proceeding for upcoming events such as 
the Junior Member Holiday program; the Christmas Open 
House; and the Christmas Banquet for staff, volunteers, 
and Board of Trustees.  Additionally, our membership drive 
and our new Annual Giving campaign are underway. 
 

***** 
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Welcome New Members  
The Society welcomes the following new members since the last 
issue of the Recorder (names are in alphabetical order):  
 

Sam & Margaret Ackley  

Dave & Karen Blosser  

Jim & Charlotte Christopher  

Martha Sproat Fields  

Chuck Hafner  

John & Barbara Herlihy  

Joseph Herlihy ðHerlihy Moving & Storage, Inc.  

Lisa Hochuli  

Rev. Dr. Jason, Krista, Owen & Isabel Link  

Betty Putnam  

Philip Putnam  

Richard & Kelly Walker  
 

These memberships were received on or before November 14.  

Those received after will appear in the next Recorder. 

Memberships Make Nice Gifts  

Memberships to the Ross County Historical Society make 
thoughtful and inexpensive gifts.  Buy them for the history 
buffs you know by returning the form on page 7.  Benefits 
include free admission to each of our museums and the 
McKell Library plus discounts at the museum store.   

The Societyôs Wish List  
Donations of everyday items such as tools and other types of 
equipment help our staff and volunteers complete a multitude of 
projects.  Since the last issue of the Recorder, we received a 
heavy duty steel storage cabinet from Gary Argabright ð
THANK YOU VERY MUCH!  If you, or anyone you know, have 
any of the following item(s) to donate, please call 740-772-1936.  
(We would be happy to arrange to pick up your donation.) 
 

1. A 32 foot aluminum or fiberglass extension ladder  
2. A set of light weight, long -distance, two -way radios.  

Gift Ideas from the  Museum Store  
New!  Chillicothe, Ohio and The Great War 1914 -1918, the 
never before told story of the massive changes World War I 
brought to Chillicothe and its people, and how it left a permanent 
mark on the community that lasts to this day.  Illustrated, 264 
pages, heavily indexed and footnoted, by Patricia Medert, $39.95. 
Absalomôs War: The Life and Death of a Young Ohio Farmer 
in the Civil War , $19.95 ð The real life story of an enlisted man 
in the 73rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry, by Christopher Clarke. 

Back In Print! The Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad, and Its 
Successor ðThe Baltimore & Ohio: A Study of this Once 
Great Route Across Ohio, 1851 -1988, $25.00 ð an outstanding 
compilation of photos, short stories and newspaper clippings on 
Chillicotheôs railroad history, by John R. Grabb. 
The Civil War Journals of Samuel H. Hurst, 73rd Regiment, 
OVI, $19.95 ð a perfect companion to Hurstôs Journal History of 
the 73rd OVI, compiled by Patricia Medert. 
Church & High Streets, Chillicothe, Ohio: The Buildings & 
the People & Other Miscellaneous Structures , $39.95 ð the 
sixth in a series of publications on the structural history of 

Chillicotheôs historic district, by Patricia Medert. 

Chillicothe, Ohio: Frontier Settlement to State Capital , $14.95 
ð An illustrated history of Chillicotheôs founding and role as 
Ohioôs first capital, by Patricia Medert & Andrew Verhoff.   

Society members  receive a 10% discount on all purchases.  

Annual Giving Campaign Contributors  
We thank the following members who have contributed to the 
Ross County Historical Societyôs 2016 Annual Giving Campaign 
thus far:  

Mr. & Mrs. James Caldwell  

Bob Casari  

Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Coppel  

Charles Corbin  

David A. Cutright  

Alan Davis & Jennifer Allen  

Martha F. Gearhart  

Elizabeth Hackman  

Jane E. Hilty  

Tom & Leslie Kuhn  

Julia Oliver Pierson  

Roger Gene Rittinger  

Jean Romero  

Dee J. Stevenson  

Elizabeth Swartz  

William (Tom) Thomas  

Jack & Ann Thompson  
 

$3,025 has been raised since the beginning of October. 
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The Ross county historical society   
invites children, ages 6 through12, to our 

2016 Junior Member  
Holiday Program  

*****  

Handmade Gifts of the Past  

Featuring the Old-World Art of Scherenschnitte 
*****  

at the Ross County Heritage Center 

45 West Fifth Street,  Chillicothe 

Saturday, December 3rd 
9:30 am �²12:30pm 

Free to all Jr. Members, $ 10.00 for all Non-Junior Members  

(Fee in- cludes a 

one year junior 

member- ship) 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 Join us for this hands-on program of holiday fun from the days of long ago.   Learn the art of 
Scherenschnitte, cutting paper with scissors, to make beautiful gifts and ornaments for you and 
your family to enjoy for years to come.  Play puzzling Victorian parlor games that will make you 
�W�K�L�Q�N���Z�K�L�O�H���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���I�X�Q�������9�L�H�Z�����W�R�\�V���D�Q�G���J�D�P�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���P�X�V�H�X�P�·�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V����
favorite playthings a hundred or more years ago.  Then enjoy a cup of cider and some holiday 
cookies. 
 Space is limited for this popular program.  Please register early by calling the Historical 
Society office between  9:00-5:00  weekdays and 12:00-5:00 Saturdays.  The Deadline  is  Thurs-
day,  December  1st. 


